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Our greatrmisunderstandingvith water.
Problemswwithwater resourcesare global
X and so-are the solutions

But usuallyitheccausesrare
misunderstood


http://www.vision21.demon.co.uk/index.html

Sustamability
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Resource and pollution debts
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Precautionary approach

Water (public health flood &
drought) = finite focus for
sustainability* ™ ARAGE(rAD)

AND URGENT ACTION

*Art. 32 Water Framework Directive



Drought and floods ‘may become

a way of life

TOWNS swamped by floods just months ago
could suffer deluges each winter and ayos
each summer, the Environment Agency says.
A spokesman said parts of the Softhst could
see a regular pattern of floodseey winter and
droughts every summer because of extreme
weather patterns.

She said: "Climate change is believed to be th
causeof these seemingly contradictory
circumstances and the agency is gravely
concerned that flooding will once again cause
devastatin this winter.”

m\e have this very strange set of circumstanc

which people are still cleaning up after the floo

while weare having to top up rivers.

"It is a serious concern that we could have floo

each winter and water shortages in the summ
The Daily Telegraph 12/07/20

CanWOf AYIl US
really be the cause of

, floods and droughts in
a single year ?
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set of circumstances.
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of Ghana, which is causing severe flooding and destruction of
properties, these and other areas are simultaneougggulfed
with water scarcity problems. This is very common in the three

most arid regions of the countrg Northern, Upper East and
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IsmailaEmahj Water21,16 June 2008
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Daily Graphic, Friday, May 16, 2008.

Water shorta

Story: Zakaria Alhassan, Yendi

“Yendi Munic

ECONOMIC and “2::!}
activities in the Yi
Municipality have suffered a
serious setback following an
acute water shortage that
has hit the area for some
weeks now.

The only source of potable
water for the area, River Dakar
(White Volta), also known as
Kulekpeni, hag virtually dried
up competling the people to
travel long distances in search
of potable water.

The education sector has suf-
fored most as pupils and stu-
dents have to wake up early in
the morring to search for water
for use before attending classes.

It is for this reason that resi-
dents  have  pussionately
appealed to the government and
other philanthropic organisa-
tions to come to their aid o
ameliorate their current diffi-

‘As an intérim measure, the
onal Co-ordinat-

ing C (RCC), in collabora-
tion with the Ghana Water
Company limited (GWCL),
despatched eight water tankers

on
ple.
The Northern Regional Co-
ardinator of the National Disas-
ter Management Organisation,
Mr Alhassan Mahmoud, on
behalf of the Regional Minister,
Alhaji M Ali Idris, led &
whi included the
onal Manager of the

GWCL, Mr Samuel Mensah.

The tankers were mobili
from the GWCL, the Prisons
Service, Customs, Excise and
Preventive Service (CEPS) and
Zoomlion Ghana Limited, a
waste management organisa-

ot
Mr Mensah pave the assur-
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ipali

ance that his outfit would strive
to sustain the supplies until the
situntion was brought under

situation that could .
emergence of guines worm
other water- borne disoases.
He, however, stressed the
need for the people to
the water rource by ing
troes mnd alwo desisting from
farming and engaging in other
activities  sround water
banks to prevent the river from
further drying up in future.
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ood vi in NR get assistance
The Voita Regional Chalrman of the
Ghana Nationnl Tailors and Dress-
makers Assoclet oo in s hand-
Nichotson Nanevi ina

shake with the Co-
ordinator of the Disaster
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clothes to him for pre-
sentation to the flood victims in the
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Just as seen iIn UKfloods and drought
afflicting the very same areas.



Water Cycle




Flood relatetprobiems Stroud YAalteys

Climate change

Erosionof land and siltatiorproblems
Degradedarmland needing fossflel basednputs
Depletionof aquifersc droughtprone

Sewage spills

Pollutionof water courses, possible public heattsk
_0s0f habitat andbiodiversity

Risingecosts of living; worsening globatecession
No effective plano resolve flooding (estimated
£1millionspentsince 2007 on flawed aven reckless
flood planning in Frome Catchment)




Flood lessons 'must be learned’

Lessons must be learned from the floods, Prime Minister Gordon Brown |
said, after severe weather caused chaos across parts of England and W

The prime minister said the flooding had been "an emergency thainmo
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BBC News 21 July 2007

Stroud, 2007
courtesy Zara Davis



