
Flood = Drought 



Our great misunderstanding with water.  
Problems with water resources are global 

Χ and so are the solutions  
  

But usually the causes are  

misunderstood 

http://www.vision21.demon.co.uk/index.html


Sustainability 
άŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴέ 

County Council Environment Report (Draft)  

9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ Χ  

  Χ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ  

Resource and pollution debts  

Precautionary approach 

Water (public health, flood & 
drought) = finite focus for 
sustainability* 

    AND URGENT ACTION ! 

*Art. 32 Water Framework Directive 



Drought and floods 'may become 

a way of life'  
TOWNS swamped by floods just months ago could 

suffer deluges each winter and droughts each summer, 

the Environment Agency says. 

A spokesman said parts of the South-East could see a 

regular pattern of floods every winter and droughts 

every summer because of extreme weather patterns. 

She said: "Climate change is believed to be the cause 

of these seemingly contradictory circumstances and 

the agency is gravely concerned that flooding will 

once again cause devastation this winter." 

"We have this very strange set of circumstances in 

which people are still cleaning up after the floods 

while we are having to top up rivers. 

"It is a serious concern that we could have floods each 

winter and water shortages in the summer." 

The Daily Telegraph 12/07/2001 
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Can ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ 
really be the cause of 
floods and droughts in 
a single year ? 

¢Ƙŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ΨƳŀȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩ Χ 

Χ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ very strange 
set of circumstances. 



άLǘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǊǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ Ǌŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ 
of Ghana, which is causing severe flooding and destruction of 
properties, these and other areas are simultaneously engulfed 
with water scarcity problems. This is very common in the three 

most arid regions of the country ς Northern, Upper East and 
¦ǇǇŜǊ ²ŜǎǘΦέ 

 
 

Ismaila Emahi, Water21, 16 June 2008 
 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ΨǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΩ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

rather universal  



Just as seen in UK ς floods and drought 
afflicting the very same areas. 



Water Cycle 

Carbon Cycle Nitrogen Cycle 

We are part of nature and 
must integrate our actions 

with natural cycles 



Climate change 
Erosion of land and siltation problems 
Degraded farmland needing fossil-fuel based inputs 
Depletion of aquifers ς drought prone 
Sewage spills 
Pollution of water courses, possible public health risk 
Loss of habitat and biodiversity 
Rising costs of living ς worsening global recession 
No effective plan to resolve flooding (estimated 
£1million spent since 2007 on flawed or even reckless 
flood planning in Frome Catchment) 

 

Flood related problems ς Stroud Valleys 



Flood lessons 'must be learned' 
 

Lessons must be learned from the floods, Prime Minister Gordon Brown has 
said, after severe weather caused chaos across parts of England and Wales.  

 
The prime minister said the flooding had been "an emergency that no-one 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘέ 
  

BBC News 21 July 2007  
 

Stroud, 2007 
courtesy Zara Davis 


